
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Storia della filosofia. Parte prima: La filosofia greca. Guido de Ruggiero, 

2 vols. Bari: Gius. Laterza & Figli, 1918. Vol. I, pp. 242; vol. II, pp. 244. 

In these two small volumes the author offers us a clear and interesting ac- 
count of the history of Greek Philosophy from its earliest beginnings down to 
the close of the Greek philosophers' schools by the Emperor Justinian. The 
work is based upon a study of the original sources and is characterized through- 
out by sound judgment and careful scholarship in its interpretations of the 
great leaders of Hellenic thought. It will serve as a useful guide to those 
seeking an understanding of the development of philosophical thinking in the 
ancient world; and, like every good book on Greek philosophy, it will prove 
helpful as an introductory manual of philosophy to the student desiring a 
knowledge of the fundamental problems and of the attempts which have been 
made to solve them. 

In taking up his book as a historian of philosophy Signor Ruggiero criticizes 
the practice of starting with a ready-made definition of philosophy, holding 
that we must leave it to the history of philosophy itself to determine the object 
with which this science occupies itself. This is true in the sense that philoso- 
phy is itself in process of becoming, in process of evolution, and that the nature 
of its problems will depend upon the development of human experience. At 
the same time it must not be forgotten that philosophy has already had a 
long and rich experience, and that the historian who now attempts to trace its 
growth is not necessarily entering upon his business with an "anti-historical 
preconception" when he formulates a definition of philosophy at the outset. 
Indeed, he must have some idea of what philosophy really is, what its subject- 
matter, its problems, its aims, its ideals are, before he can undertake the work 
of writing its history. He must have some criterion to guide him in selecting 
from the vast material produced by the human mind since the beginning of 
civilization, those elements which are 'philosophical'; he cannot begin unless 
he knows what to begin with; and he cannot proceed without being led by 
marks that will enable him to identify the products of human thinking to be 
investigated by him. 

Professor Ruggiero objects that the identity in change cannot be expressed 
by any definition which aims to "immobilize" that which is conceived as 
changing; but he does find a criterion, after all, in the "subjective attitude of 
thought toward the problems." It is the philosophical activity, he says, 
which remains identical in the change and in the decay of philosophies; it is 
the soul of every development, the reason of every decay, which latter, in its 
turn, constitutes the negative moment of a new development. By this 
activity he means not a merely psychological attitude, but one that includes 
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the philosophies themselves in the richness of their content — it is the activity 
which forms both the subject and the object of the history. The study of such 
an activity in its manifold expressions, he thinks, will reveal to us, fused into a 
single cast, as it were, what we are accustomed to call the psychology of the 
thinkers and that which constitutes the eternal object of their thought. 

This criterion, however, will be of no use to us unless we know what philo- 
sophical activity, is, or if you please, what its manifold expressions are in history. 
We must have a conception of the meaning of philosophy before we can select 
from the mass of the general literature before us what belongs to our field and 
what not, and the systems which have value and deserve a place in the history 
of philosophy. Fortunately for our author, other historians have already 
made the selections; and we find that he follows their lead in the choice of the 
men and the schools and the works to be studied. 

It is, of course, true that, if philosophy is a process of growth, an evolution, 
we can know it only by its fruits, by what it flowers into. As Signor Ruggiero 
says in discussing the question whether the origins of philosophy are to be 
sought in Greek, Hindu, or Chinese thought: "Of the ideas which have gone a 
long way and have expressed themselves in an exuberant wealth of forms it can 
be said with certainty that they have something vital in them, an inner spring 
of energy and an autonomous and original reason" (p. 14). We might use 
this thought as a criterion to judge the value of philosophical systems; but, 
even so, would we not have need of a criterion by which to distinguish between 
thoughts that are 'philosophical' and those that are not? Natural science 
too grows; indeed, all mental disciplines "go a long way and express them- 
selves in an exuberant wealth of forms," — but that does not make them philo- 
sophical. 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

Greek Ideals. A Study of Social Life. By G. Delisle Burns. London, 

G. Bell and Sons, Ltd. 1917. — pp. ix, 275. 

Mr. Burns starts with the assumption that the Greek ideals of life center in 
social-religious phenomena and, for the purposes of the present book, he con- 
fines himself chiefly to the history of Athens in the fifth century (p. vi). 
"The life of the polis is the ideal life" (p. 2). The opposite thesis might be 
quite easily maintained, that the supreme ideal of the Greeks in the period 
named and from the time of the Sophists onward, centered in the individual, 
a view that was resurrected by the Renaissance, for which also that very 
un-Greek reformer Martin Luther did valiant battle. In the main the Greek 
polis was a democratic organization, which provided a favorable civic environ- 
ment for the emergence of great individuals, and it was on the enlightenment 
of the individual that both Socrates and the Sophists laid the chief emphasis 
in the ideals of life which they presented to the youth of Athens. Aristotle 
in his views of life is concerned primarily with the self-realization of the indi- 
vidual, although he finds that completely possible only in the milieu of a 
properly organized civic community. A little later the Epicureans developed 



